
To: Parents/Guardians of students on 6th Grade Green Lightning 

From: Green Lightning Teachers (Mrs. Blattenberger, Mrs. Collins, Mr. Mireles, and Ms. Klick) 

Good afternoon! No matter what this year begins like and looks like, we are truly excited to meet your 
children and be their group of 6thgrade teachers. We are aware that the amount of emails and 
information coming your way is a lot. We wanted to reach out as a team before school starts with a 
focused topic. Canvas is going to be the essential online platform for secondary students this year. 
Once the year begins, we will be sharing about our grading policies, curriculum, etc. At this point in time 
though our focus is to help all parents and students log into Canvas and begin to learn how to 
navigate it. We will be spending the first week of school helping both the Hybrid and CORE students 
access and use Canvas, but we also know the more resources you have as parents the better. You are 
also able to sign up as an observer for your child’s classes so you can see assignments, resources, etc. all 
throughout the year. 

1. First step is for students to remember their usernames and passwords. This will be the same 
from 5th grade. Dr. Matzner just sent out an email with this information and PDF “Student 
Password Information and Troubleshooting for Parents”. I recommend having them log into 
their school email to try this out/get in. 

2. The attached PDF’s also walk students and parents through accessing Canvas. The link for 
Canvas is on the district page under the Parent and Student Portal and their username and 
password is the same one they use for all other district apps/email. 

3. Once you have success getting into Canvas, you can click on the “Module” button within one of 
our classes. One of the topics is Canvas Resources. There are pdfs and videos there to continue 
to help students and parents navigate the different aspects of Canvas. 

*We hope we have provided you with information and resources that will allow you and your child to 
login to Canvas. Feel free to reach out to the district helpdesk (through district homepage) or your 
child’s homeroom teacher if you need help. We will do our best to help you or direct you to someone 
who can. 

*Please plan to “stop in” each of our zoom sessions on Thursday August 20th during the 6:30-8:00 PM 
virtual orientation for 6thgraders and new students. Dr. Matzner will present the first half hour and 
then our links become active at 7:00 pm. These links can be found on our team webpage which is 
accessed through the Central Dauphin Middle School Page on the district website. 

*Your child’s schedule may have J. Gordon listed as their Math teacher. He did retire in August. They 
have hired his replacement, Mrs. Embleton. She is coming from another district so we are still waiting to 
hear her official start date with us. CORE students should have Math as their HR/1st period, so you can 
reach out to one of us if you need help until we have confirmation of her start. 

*If your child is in Group B, we will not see them in person until Wednesday. They can navigate through 
Canvas and access the assignments for the first week to the best of their abilities prior to Wednesday. 

*In regards to supplies for the first week- folder or binder for papers and a pencil are just fine. We will 
cover any other necessary supplies the first week of school.  


